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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1913. 


Population  at  Census  of  1911  ...  ...  ...  14,081 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1914  ...  ...  14.395 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,200 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.  number  of  persons  per  acre)  4.47 

Number  of  Births,  Male  145  ) 

>  .  318 

Number  of  Births,  Female,  173  ) 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  ...  22.22 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Excess  of  Registered  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  109 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  ...  14.61 

Death-rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  .98 

Phthisis  Death-rate  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  .48 

Death-rate  from  other  forms  of  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  .20 

Death-rate  from  all  Forms  of  Tubercular  disease,  includ¬ 
ing  Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  .69 

Number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  12  months  ...  35 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  51 

Respiratory  Death-rate  ..  ...  ...  ...  3.14 

Cancer  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.04 

Number  of  Phthisis  Notifications  23  j 

Number  of  notificating  Tubercular  diseases  other  >-  39 

than  Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  16  j 


TO  THE  SANITARY  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

OF  OSSETT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  Fortieth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  and  Public  Health  of  the 
Borough.  Amongst  features  of  interest  perhaps  the  most  promin¬ 
ent  is  the  low  Zymotic  death-rate.  This  is  below  the  average  for 
the  country  and  speaks  well  for  the  drastic  steps  you  have  taken 
by  removing  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  hospital,  and  should 
stimulate  us  to  further  efforts  in  the  direction  of  sanitary  reforms. 

Whilst  acknowledging  the  courtesy  of  the  members  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  assist¬ 
ance  which  I  have  received  from  the  officials  of  the  Corporation. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The  Borough  of  Ossett  is  a  widely  scattered  district,  with 
houses  built  in  groups  at  considerable  distances  apart.  It  consists 
largely  of  agricultural  land  and  comprises  an  area  of  3,200  acres. 
The  district  is  considerably  elevated,  the  highest  point  being  at 
Gawthorpe,  to  the  N.W.,  about  400ft.  above  sea  level.  The 
central  portion  of  the  town  is  300ft.  high.  The  Northern  part 
of  the  district  slopes  gradually  to  the  North-East,  draining 
into  the  Bushy  Beck.  On  the  West  the  slope  is  more 
abrupt,  to  the  Chickenley  and  Pildacre  Becks.  The  Southern 
boundary  is  formed  by  the  river  Calder,  flowing  from  west  to  east, 
towards  which  the  land  slopes  rapidly.  There  is  a  more  gradual  in¬ 
clination  in  the  direction  of  the  South-Eastern  boundary  to  Whit¬ 
ley  Spring  Beck.  Outfall  sewage  works  are  situated  at  Healey 
and  The  Spa,  and  to  these  points  the  sewage  of  the  district  is  con¬ 
veyed  by  gravitation.  The  geological  formation  belongs  to  the 
coal  measure  series,  and  consists  of  sandstone  and  shale,  with  beds 
of  coal.  Sandstone  rocks  crown  the  summits  of  the  various  eleva¬ 
tions  and  the  surface  soil  partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  underlying 
rocks,  being  sandy  and  stoney,  but  it  is  clayey  in  parts,  when  it  is 
derived  from  the  disintegration  of  the  shales. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. — I  estimate  the  population  at  14,395,  to  the 
middle  of  1914.  This  figure  is  based  on  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  and  the  number  of  persons  per  house,  as  ascertained  at  the 
last  census. 

BIRTHS. — The  number  of  births  registered  was  318,  of  which 
145  males  and  173  females.  8  were  illegitimate.  The  birth¬ 
rate  22.22,  as  compared  with  23.9  in  England  and  Wales; 
nevertheless,  this  is  the  highest  recorded  in  this  district  since  1906. 

DEATHS. — The  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  and  at  all 
ages  numberer  209,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  14.61  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  63  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
There  were  31  stillborn  children.  This  number  is  very  excessive 
and  calls  loudly  for  efforts  on  our  part  to  contend  with  this  abnorm¬ 
ally  high  percentage  of  still-births.  A  great  number  occur  in 
cases  where  mothers  continue  to  work  in  factory  or  workshop  until 
a  few  days  prior  to  confinement.  The  so-called  “pre-natal”  treat¬ 
ment  should  be  within  our  reach,  and  it  might  be  made  practicable 
for  the  health  visitor  to  extend  her  duties  and  come  into  contact 
with  pregnant  women  during  the  later  stages  of  pregnancy,  and 
advise  them  as  to  their  mode  of  life  during  this  period.  My  re¬ 
marks  in  a  previous  report  as  to  the  responsibility  of  employers  in 
allowing  women  to  work  in  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy,  hav¬ 
ing  bearing  on  the  high  infantile  mortality  of  past  years,  equally 
apply  to  this,  and  cessation  of  work  would  undoubtedly  help  to 
reduce  the  high  number  of  still-births  such  as  I  have  to  record. 

I  herewith  append  the  Vital  Statistics  for  1913,  as  compiled 

from  the  recently  issued  report  of  the  Registrar-General :  — 

England 

England  Great  Smaller  and  V/ ales 


1913.  and  Towns  Towns  less  the 

Wales.  (96).  (145).  241  Towns. 

Birth  Rate  .  23.9  25.1  23.9  22.3 

Death  Rate  .  13.7  14.3  12.8  13.1 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  1.20  1.5  1.2  0.8 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  109  117  112  96 

(per  1,000  births) 


Chart,  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  the 
Principal  Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 


Respiratory  Diseases. 


Heart  Diseases. 


Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth. 


Pneumonia. 


Cancer. 


Principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 


Nephritis. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — There  were  35  deaths  in  in¬ 
fants  under  one  year,  giving  an  infantile  death-rate  of  110  per  1,000 
births.  Apart  from  last  year,  this  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  Ossett 
as  far  back  as  I  can  trace.  That  this  is  still  excessive  one  must 
admit,  but  we  have  the  satisfaction  that  having  adopted  the  Noti¬ 
fication  of  Births  Act  and  appointed  a  health  visitor,  we  have  taken 
steps  to  reduce  it  still  further.  I  would  suggest  that,  as  in  many 
other  towns,  we  might,  under  the  supervision  of  the  health  visitor, 
have  a  “school  for  expectant  mothers.”  With  your  co-operation, 
this  could  be  easily  accomplished.  Briefly,  the  procedure  would 
be  as  follows: — Pregnant  women  would  be  invited  to  attend  at 
suitable  premises,  say  once  a  week  during  the  last  few  months  of 
pregnancy,  when  the  health  visitor  would,  in  the  course  of  friendly 
conversation,  give  them  advice  on  their  mode  of  life  up  to  the  time 
of  accouchement,  instructing  the  expectant  mothers  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  infancy,  dispersing  old  prejudices  and  the  malign  influence 
of  those  women  who  value  their  experience  according  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  children  they  have  buried — and  above  all  to  make  them 
realize  parental  responsibility.  I  am  certain  that  a  school  for  ex¬ 
pectant  mothers  under  the  supervision  of  a  trained  health  visitor 
such  as  we  have,  would  help  to  still  lessen  infantile  mortality  and 
raise  the  standard  of  health  of  children  born  and  exercise  a  valu¬ 
able  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  whole  community.  Women 
cannot  depend  upon  instinct — civilised  beings  ask  for  opportunity 
to  reason  and  to  acquire  knowledge.  Such  a  school  would  provide 
this,  and  thus  make  it  more  possible  to  bring  up  their  babies  satis¬ 
factorily,  and  have  the  important  moral  effect  of  encouraging 
mothers  to  do  their  utmost  for  their  babies.  And,  finally,  it  would 
help  to  investigate  the  influence  of  many  conditions  upon  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  infants  and  bring  many  valuable  facts  to  light. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 

Under  one  year. — Thirty-five  deaths  were  registered.  Of 
these  13  occurred  under  one  month,  and  ten  of  these  during  the 
first  week  of  life.  9  were  the  result  of  Premature  Birth,  8  of 
Atrophy  and  Debility,  3  each  of  Congenital  Malformation,  Enteritis 
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and  Bronchitis,  and  1  each  were  attributed  to  Measles,  Diphtheria, 
Tuberculosis,  Meningitis,  Rickets,  Suffocation,  Atalectasis. 

One  to  two  years. — There  were  13  deaths  in  this  period,  5 
from  Pneumonia,  3  from  Measles,  2  each  from  Meningitis  and 
Diarrhoea,  and  one  other  unclassified. 

Two  to  five  years. — Four  deaths  occurred,  one  each  from 
Measles,  Diphtheria,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

Five  to  fifteen  years. — Of  the  9  recorded  two  were  due  to 
Enteric  Fever,  and  one  to  each  of  Measles,  Diphtheria,  Heart 
Disease,  Pneumonia,  Nephritis  and  Violence,  and  one  unclassified. 

15  to  25  years. — There  were  13  deaths  notified.  Three  are 
attributed  to  each  of  Heart  Disease  and  Pneumonia,  two  to  Appen¬ 
dicitis,  and  one  to  each  of  Phthisis,  Tuberculosis,  Parturition,  Viol¬ 
ence,  and  one  not  classified. 

25  to  45  years. — 23  deaths  took  place.  5  were  caused  by 
Bronchitis,  3  each  by  Phthisis,  Cancer,  and  Nephritis,  two  by  both 
Heart  Disease  and  Pneumonia,  and  one  by  Parturition  and 
Violence.  3  were  unclassified. 

45  to  65  years. — Of  49  deaths,  9  are  accounted  for  by  Heart 
Disease,  and  by  Bronchitis,  6  each  by  Cancer  and  Nephritis,  3 
Pneumonia,  2  Phthisis  and  Violence,  and  one  by  each  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  Respiratory  Diseases,  and  Alcoholism.  9  are  not  classified. 

65  and  upwards. — 63  deaths  occurred ;  15  being  due  to  Heart 
Disease,  10  to  Bronchitis,  6  to  Cancer,  4  to  Violence,  2  to  Nephritis, 
one  each  to  Influenza,  Erysipelas  and  Diarrhoea.  21  are  unclassi¬ 
fied  and  2  ill-defined. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

103  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year.  Included  in 
this  number  are  22  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  30  of  other 
Tuberculous  diseases.  In  addition  there  were  the  following:  — 


Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 
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SCARLET  FEVER. — The  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases 
still  continues,  and  this  has  been  undoubtedly  helped  by  the  vigor¬ 
ous  steps  taken  in  immediate  isolation,  removal  to  hospital  when 
necessary,  and  subsequent  disinfection  of  houses  and  clothing.  In 
several  instances,  when  the  patient  has  recently  attended  school, 
the  school  premises  have  also  been  disinfected.  The  cases  have 
occurred  sporadically  and  we  were  never  threatened  with  anything 
like  an  epidemic.  There  were  no  deaths. 

ERYSIPELAS  has  been  prevalent  and  caused  one  death. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Although  15  cases  were  notified,  we  have 
been  fortunate  in  escaping  the  epidemic  which  has  occurred  in  the 
district.  As  far  as  possible,  antitoxin  has  been  supplied  in  all 
cases,  and  as  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  thorough  disinfection  and 
subsequent  observation  of  possible  contacts  has  been  the  rule.  Two 
cases  proved  fatal. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — 3  cases  occurred.  The  source  of  in¬ 
fection  could  not  be  traced.  There  were  2  deaths. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. — One  case  was  recorded  and  investi¬ 
gated ;  it  fortunately  recovered. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.— There  were  22  cases, 
distributed  as  follows:  in  the  North  Ward  7,  in  the  East  3,  in 
the  West  7,  and  in  the  Central  5.  7  deaths  occurred.  The 

houses  were  disinfected  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  now  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  use  of  Sanatoria.  Unfortunately  the  number  of 
patients  who  should  have  the  benefit  of  Sanatorium  treatment  is 
still  in  excess  of  the  number  of  beds  available.  This  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  remedied  in  the  near  future.  A  number  of  patients  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  use  of  Tubercular  Dispensaries,  where 
Tuberculin  treatment  is  available.  The  compulsory  notification 
which  came  into  force  in  1912,  has  been  a  great  step  in  the  pro¬ 
phylaxis  of  Tuberculosis,  but  only  a  small  part  of  the  work  will 
have  been  accomplished  if  the  authorities  do  not,  coincidently  with 
registration,  provide  an  adequate  number  of  beds  in  Sanatoria  for 
the  early  cases  and  segregation  hospitals  for  advanced  cases.  There 
are  now  sputum  flasks  available  for  all  phthisical  patients,  but 
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these  can  be  a  source  of  infection  unless  the  sputum  is  properly 
dealt  with.  The  flask  should  contain  a  small  quantity  of  disinfect¬ 
ant  (obtainable  on  request  at  the  Town  Hall).  After  use,  the  flask 
and  its  contents  should  be  placed  in  a  special  saucepan  containing 
cold  water,  which  is  slowly  brought  up  to  boiling  point  and  kept 
boiling  for  at  least  five  minutes.  The  sputum,  rendered  harmless 
by  this  procedure,  is  then  emptied  down  the  drain.  It  is  not 
sufficient  to  burn  the  sputum  by  emptying  the  flask  into  the  fire — 
the  flask  itself  must  be  disinfected,  and  the  above  measure  answers 
the  purpose. 

TUBERCULAR  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  PHTHISIS. 

— The  act  for  notification  of  the  above  came  into  force  this  year. 
30  cases  have  been  notified.  The  Health  Visitor  visits  each  case 
and  gives  directions  as  to  general  hygiene. 

METEOROLOGY. 


RAINFALL 

IN  1913. 

No.  of  days 

Month. 

Total  depth 

Greatest  fall 

on  which  more 

in  inches. 

in  24  hours. 

Date. 

0.01  or  more 

fell. 

January 

.  3.2 

.96  .. 

11 

2 

February 

. 63 

.16  ... 

7 

...  14 

March  . . . . 

.  2.75 

.56  ... 

22 

...  23 

April  . . . . 

.  2.73 

.48  ... 

15 

...  18 

May  .... 

. .  2.04 

.51  ... 

8 

...  13 

June 

. 48 

.13  ... 

23 

9 

July 

. 94 

.39  ... 

6 

8 

August 

.  1.47 

.40  ... 

22 

9 

September 

.  2.07 

...  1.22  ... 

17 

...  15 

October 

.  3.29 

...  1.10  ... 

3 

...  14 

November 

.  1.52 

.26  ... 

15 

...  19 

December 

.  1.39 

.59  ... 

3 

9 

22.51 

171 
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The  total  amount  of  rain  is  below  the  average  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  wet  days  much  less  than  in  1912. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  44.16  deg.  F.,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  43.27  deg.  F.  for  1912. 

SANITARY  WORK  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  main  roads  in  the  borough  have  been  kept  in  excellent 
repair  and  private  roads  are  being  dealt  with,  some  being  yet  in  a 
very  bad  condition. 

WATER  SUPPLY.— Now  that  the  new  supply  pipe  has  been 
laid  down  Church  Street,  the  pressure  in  all  districts  is  quite  satis¬ 
factory.  The  deposit  of  peaty  matter  has  not  been  found  to  such 
an  extent  as  in  previous  years.  There  have  not  been  any  cases  of 
lead  poisoning. 

SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE  REMOVAL  has  been  carried 
out  fairly  satisfactorily.  The  introduction  of  the  removal  of 
refuse  in  the  whole  of  one  district  at  the  same  time  is  proving  an 
improvement. 

COW  SHEDS. — We  have  36  cow  sheds  in  the  borough.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  they  are  all  satisfactory.  Recon¬ 
struction  has  been  urged  and  carried  out  in  two  cases. 

/ 

W.  L.  RENE  WOOD. 


APPENDIX  A. 
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TABLE  C. 


WATER  SUPPLY— 

Any  developments  during  1913? — 6 .in.  Main  from  Reservoir 
to  centre  of  district. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where?— No. 

Any  curtailment? — No. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where  ?- — No. 

Any  unchecked  plumbo-solvent  action  ? — Process  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE— 

Any  developments  during  1913  ? — Extensions  to  Spa  Sewage 
Works. 

Developments  still  needed  ? — None. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints  as 
to  smells  ? — None. 

No.  of  sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1913  ? — None.  Trap¬ 

ped. — 15. 

Proportion  of  sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection.— None 
known.  Untrapped. — A  considerable  number. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens. — 15.  No.  of  Pail  or 

Tub  Closets. — 2. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens. — 1462.  No.  of  Water 

Closets. — 855.  Waste-water  Closets. — 80. 

No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1913 — (a)  as  w.c.’s. — 25 
(b)  Other. — 0. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  newly  constructed  for  old  property 
in  1913 — (a)  w.c.’s — 20.  (b)  Other. — 0. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1913  for  new  houses  (a)  w.c.’s. — 
25.  (b)  Other. — 0. 

SCAVENGING— 

Plow  is  refuse  disposed  of  (a)  Destructor  ? — Partly.  (b) 

Tips. — Partly.  (c)  Farmers. — Partly.  Total  annual 

cost  £675  2s.  Id.  Destructor  £349  0s.  Od. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — No. 

Any  change  during  1913? — No. 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTION— 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1913. — 1,576. 

Informal  Notices  served. — 91.  Complied  with. — 85. 

Statutory  Notices  served. — 10.  Complied  with  10. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1913 — 4.  At 

close  of  1913. — 6. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1913. — 563.  Abated 

during  1913. — 561. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings. — None. 

Total  No. 

No.  in.  No.  on  of  Inspec-  General 
District.  Eegister.  tions  Condition. 

made. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  None  —  —  — 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  None  —  —  — 

Knackers  Yards  ...  None  —  —  — 

Offensive  Trades  ...  6  6  48  Good. 

Comprising :  3  Tripe-Dressers,  2  Fell  Mongers,  1  Gut  Scraper. 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive 
trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding,  etc.  ? — No. 

SCHOOLS— 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools. — 7. 

Action  taken.— Disinfection  of  Premises. 

MILK  SUPPLY— 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under 
F.  and  D.  Acts. — 12. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological 
examination. — One. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows? — 
Veterinary  Surgeon  in  Suspicious  Cases. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1913? — No. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district. — 34.  No.  Registered. — 34. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers. — 3.  No.  Registered.— 3. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds. — 36.  No.  of  Inspections  in  1913. — 

164.  General  condition. — Good. 

Approximate  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  District. — 300.  Any  in¬ 

sufficiency  in  Milk  Supply? — No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders. — None.  Cowshed 

built  to  replace  old  one,  and  one  reconstructed. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk 
is  sent. — No. 
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OTHER  FOODS— 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A. 
for  examination  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — None. 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses. — 13.  No.  Registered. — 13.  Kind 

and  Condition. — Good. 

HOUSING— 

Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses,  and  where  ? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses? — Very  little. 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with. — 5. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where? — No. 

No.  of  new  houses  built  in  1913. — 39.  General  character. — 

Working-class. 

Are  there  any  working-class  dwellings  erected  by  the  S.A.  ? — 
No. 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated  ?— A  comprehen¬ 
sive  scheme  under  consideration. 

Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under 
Article  II.  of  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910? — Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

Action  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910:  — 

No.  of  Houses  inspected. — 109.  No.  found  unfit. — None. 

No.  of  representations  made  to  L.A. — None.  No.  of  Closing- 

Orders. — None. 

No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without  Closing- 

© 

Orders. — 51. 

No.  of  houses  made  habitable  after  Closing  Order. — None. 

Any  compulsory  demolition? — 3  Voluntarily  demolished. 

Are  records  submitted  to  L.A.  at  each  ordinary  Meeting? — 
Periodically. 

Other  ordinary  house  inspections. — 1,750.  Any  Cellar 

Dwellings  ? — None. 

No.  of  houses  unfit,  but  still  occupied. — None. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS— 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken. — 47.  Legal  Notices. — 
None.  Summonses. — None. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Parts  or  Sec¬ 
tions  in  force. — All.  Date  of  Adoption. — 1894. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  Adopted  during  1912. 

Application  lias  been  made  to  Local  Government  Board  to  put 
into  force  P.H.A.A.A.,  1907. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS— 

Private  Scavenging.— None.  Prevention  of  Nuisances. — 

July,  1889. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — None.  Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

— N  one . 

Offensive  Trades. — None.  Mortuaries.— None. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (P.H.  Act,  1875). — None. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (P.H.  Amendment  Act,  1890). — 
None. 

Slaughterhouses. — 1889.  Tents  and  Vans. — None. 

Cemeteries. — None.  Markets  and  Fairs. — None. 

Baths  and  Washhouses. — None.  Pleasure  Grounds. — None. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. — None.  Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cow¬ 

sheds  and  Milkshops  Order. — 1907. 

Does  the  M.O.H.  possess  a  printed  copy  of  each  of  the  Bye¬ 
laws  which  are  operative  ? — Yes. 

Are  any  other  Bye-law  needed  ? — Now  under  consideration. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES— 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1913  ? — Measles. 

What  special  action  to  combat  same  ? — Schools  closed  on 
several  occasions. 

Is  Llospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient? — None, 
except  for  Smallpox.  Adequate  at  Dewsbury. 

What  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin? — M.O.H. 
supplies  antitoxin. 

Any  disease  specially  added  to  notifiable  List?- — No. 

Any  influence  threatening  the  health  of  the  District? — No. 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop. — Home.  (2) 

Examination  for  contacts. — Yes.  (3)  Disinfection. — 

Periodically.  (4  Distribution  of  advice  leaflets. — Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting. — Flasks.  (6)  Shelters  provided. — 

No.  (7)  Is  sputum  examined? — Yes. 
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BACTERIOLOGY — 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilised? — Yes.  Any  suggestions  ? — - 

None. 

INFANT  MORTALITY— 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? — Appointment  of  Health 
Visitor. 

Has  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  been  adopted? — Yes. 

Is  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  S.A. — Yes.  By  other  body. 

—No. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1913. — Congeni¬ 
tal  Malformation  and  Premature  Birth. 

VITAL  STATISTICS— 

Births  during  1913  (Males). — 145.  Females  173.  Total  318. 

No.  illegitimate  included  in  above. — 8.  No.  of  Still  Births 

(not  included). — 

Deaths  during  1913  (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  re¬ 
gistered  in  the  District  without  any  correction. — 194. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated. — 209. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above). — Nil. 

MISCELLANEOUS— 

Mean  Temperature  for  1913. — 43.27.  Rainfall. — 34.21  in. 

What  Mortuary  accommodation — (a)  for  accident. — One. 

(b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at  Hospital. — None. 

No.  of  Burial  Grounds. — 5.  Any  need  for  extension? — No. 

Are  there  any  Maggot  breeding  establishments  in  District  ? — 
No. 

Any  nuisance  therefrom  or  action  in  relation  thereto? — No. 

SANITARY  STAFF— 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  ? — £50. 

Does  the  above  include  any  recent  increase  in  respect  of 
added  work? — No. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector. — Charles  Firth. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspcetor. — £130. 

Any  Assistants? — No.  Is  Staff  sufficient. — Yes,  at  present. 

W.  L.  RENE  WOOD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 

Area  of  District  in  acres]  Total  population  at  all  ages . 14,081] 

(exclusive  of  area  -  3200  Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  3,440  [  At  Census  of  1911. 

covered  by  waler).  )  Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . .  3  847  j 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  dueing  the  Yeae  1913. 


Isolation  Hospital— Smallpox  Hospital,  Storrs  Hill  Eoad,  Ossett.  Total  available  beds 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated— one. 


TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1913. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents’ 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total 
Deaths 
wh’th’r 
of  ‘  Resi 
dents ’ 
or 

‘  Non- 
Resi¬ 
dents  ’ 
in 

Instit  u 
tions  in 
the  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

2, 

2  and 
under 

5. 

5  and 
under 

15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
45. 

45  and 
under 

65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

Measles 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough  . . 

1 

] 

- 1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 

2 

1 

1 

L 

2 

Influenza 

1 

- T 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
'Tuberculosis) 

7 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

l 

1 

— 

1 

Other  tubercular 
diseases 

2 

1 

1 

La! 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  . . 

15 

3 

6 

6 

— 

15 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . 

— 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

31 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

15 

31 

Bronchitis 

25 

1 

5 

9 

10 

25 

Pneumonia 
(all  other  forms)  . . 

18 

3 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

— 

18 

Other  diseases  of  res¬ 
piratory  orgaus  . . 

2 

1 

1 

1—  - 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Appendicitis  and 
Typhlitis 

2 

2 

_  _  - 

2 

Alcoholism 

1 

J 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and 

Bright’s  Disease  . . 

12 

1 

3 

6 

2 

12 

Other  Accidents  and 
Diseases  of  Preg¬ 
nancy  &  parturition 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation 
including  Prema¬ 
ture  Birth 

19 

19 

19 

Violent  Deaths,  ex¬ 
cluding  Suicide  . . 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

10 

Other  Defined 

Diseases 

38 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

21 

38 

Diseases  ill-defined 
or  unknown 

2 

2 

2 

All  causes  . . 

209 

35 

13 

4 

9 

13 

23 

49 

63 

209 

TABLE  IV. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Causes. 

J 

(Uncertified 

Small-pox  ... 
Chicken-pox 

% 

Common 

Measles 

1 

1 

Infectious  < 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diseases. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  (including 
^  Membranous  Croup) 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

(Tuberculous  Menin- 

gitis 

Tuberculous 

Abdominal 

Diseases. 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous 
,  Diseases... 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

( not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoeal 

(Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

1 

Diseases. 

Enteritis 

1 

2 

3 

(  (not  Tuberculous) 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

1  Congenital  Malfor- 

• 

Wasting 

mations 

i 

1 

1 

3 

Diseases.  - 

Premature  Birth  .. 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

9 

9 

Marasmus 

4 

4 

8 

Other  Causes  ... 

Totals  ... 

10 

1 

2 

13 

7 

8 

1 

6 

35 

(legitimate  ...  310 

Births  in  the  year- 

illegitimate...  8 


(legitimate  infants  ...  34 

Deaths  in  the  year] 

(illegitimate  infants...  1 
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Death-rates  per  1000  of  the  population  from  various  diseases. 
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Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 
with  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report) ... 

21 

223 

Total 

244 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

of 

Prosecutions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

23 

23 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  .. 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

4 

4 

n  (insufficient 

Sanitary  accom-  ,  n  ?  ,  • 

i  unsuitable  or  detective 
modation  ,  .  . 

(not  separate  tor  sexes  .. 

2 

8 

2 

6 

Total 

38 

36 

3 . — HOMEWORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

(1) 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Addresses 

of 

Outworkers 
received 
from  other 
Councils 

(8) 

Twice  in  the  Year. 

Once  in  the  Year. 

Lists 

(2) 

Outworkers 

Lists 

5 

Outworkers 

Con¬ 

tracts 

(3) 

Work¬ 

men 

(4) 

Con- 

trac’rs 

(6) 

vv  ork- 
men 
(7) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

(1)  Making,  Repairing  ... 

None. 

Total 

Addresses 
of  Oat- 
workers 
forwarded 
to  other 
Council  s 

(9) 


4. — REGISTERED  WOBKSHOPS.  5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  Year. 

•1) 

N  umber 

(2) 

Rag  Sorting 

85 

Bakehouses 

11 

Tailors 

19 

Building  Trades 

14 

Others 

13 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on 
Register 

142 

Class. 

Number 

(1) 

(2) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 

but  not  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  (s.  5):— 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

6 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent 

to  H.M.  Inspector 

3 

24 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Ninth  Annual  Report.  From  a  variety  of 
causes  the  work  in  the  Sanitary  Department  is  increasing  tremend¬ 
ously.  Additional  legislation  entailing  extra  work,  and  the 
gradual  education  of  the  general  public  in  sanitary  matters,  with 
a  consequent  demand  for  better  conditions,  have  during  the  past 
few  years  enormously  added  to  the  work  and  responsibility  of  the 
department.  The  year  1913  has  proved  to  me  that  before  long 
it  will  be  impossible  for  one  Inspector,  without  assistance,  to  carry 
out  the  sanitary  administration  of  your  borough  efficiently.  The 
appointment  of  a  lady  health  visitor  has,  however,  relieved  me  of 
much  responsibility  in  the  enquiries  into  Infantile  Deaths  and 
Consumption.  Such  delicate  enquiries  can  be  more  fully  made 
by  a  lady  than  a  male  inspector,  and  the  appointment  will,  I  am 
confident,  greatly  reduce  our  Infantile  Death-rate. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  Borough,  whilst  being  an  improvement 
on  1912,  is  not  yet  in  the  condition  I  should  like  to  see.  Our 
change  of  method  from  working  the  Wards  separately  to  working 
the  scavengers  in  a  body  through  the  whole  town  certainly  worked 
an  improvement,  particularly  in  the  East  Ward.  As  I  have  pre¬ 
viously  reported  to  you,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  our  present 
system  of  letting  the  work  by  contract  will  never  be  entirely 
satisfactory.  Probably  to  do  the  work  by  direct  labour  would 
slightly  increase  the  cost,  but  it  would  without  doubt  increase  the 
efficiency  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  increased  cost.  In  a  matter 
of  this  description  the  little  extra  cost  would  be  amply  repaid  in  the 
better  conditions  and  additional  comfort  to  the  general  ratepayers. 
The  work  of  closet  conversion  during  the  year  has  not  come  up  to 
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my  expectations.  My  view  of  the  water  supply  at  the  end  of 
1912  was  rather  too  rosy,  and,  of  course,  it  is  not  desirable  or  prac¬ 
ticable  to  introduce  large  numbers  of  water  closets  without  an  ample 
supply  of  water.  Further  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
water  services,  which  have  now  had  several  months  of  trial.  We 
have  now  without  doubt  a  sufficiently  efficient  service  to  warrant 
us  in  gradually  replacing  many  of  our  privies  by  water-closets, 
and  I  hope  and  expect  that  much  better  progress  will  be  made  dur¬ 
ing  1914.  We  have  again  been  fairly  free  from  all  infectious 
diseases.  The  removals  of  patients  to  hospital  and  disinfection 
have  been  carried  out  promptly  and  efficiently.  The  inspection 
of  houses  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  is 
being  gradually  carried  out.  The  defects  found  continue  to  be 
much  the  same  as  reported  in  my  previous  annual  reports,  although 
I  am  pleased  to  note  a  general  tendency  to  make  more  use  of  the 
ventilation  appliances  than  previously.  In  these  days  of  continual 
grumbling  about  housing  conditions,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to 
report  that  generally  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  in  your 
district  is  satisfactory,  both  from  a  numerical  point  of  view  and 
from  that  of  the  general  conditions.  There  are  a  large  number 
with  only  one  bedroom,  although  generally  this  is  large  enough  to 
necessitate  no  overcrowding  with  a  small  family.  There  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  dearth  in  the  district  of  middle  class  houses  of  a  rental 
from  £10  to  £15.  The  Bill  you  are  at  present  promoting  in 
Parliament  will,  I  hope,  give  us  more  power  over  the  condition  of 
yard  surfaces,  and  we  can  with  more  consistency  effect  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  this  respect  when  the  present  scheduled  private  streets  are 
put  into  a  satisfactory  condition. 

As  usual,  the  scavenging  report  deals  with  the  year  ending 
December  15th,  1913. 

ASHPIT  CLEANSING. 

Although,  as  mentioned  previously,  this  work  has  certainly 
been  done  better  than  during  1912,  there  is  yet  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  and  I  hope  that  before  long  the  Council  will  take  my  advice 
as  to  direct  labour. 
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DESTRUCTOR. 


The  net  cost  of  destroying  the  refuse  has  been  reduced,  the 
gross  cost  rising  owing  to  better  pay  and  payment  for  holidays  of 
the  workmen.  The  condition  of  the  furnaces  is,  of  course,  getting 
worse,  and  part  have  had  to  be  replaced  during  the  year.  On  the 
whole  the  plant  works  well  and  efficiently  and  is  undoubtedly  the 
only  sanitary  method  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  in  an  industrial 
district.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  plant  is  not  large  enough  to 
dispose  of  all  our  refuse. 

£  s.  d. 

Total  cost  of  emptying  Ashpits,  |  Manual  Labour  .. .  254  14  0 

carting  to  Destructor,  Land 

and  Tips  ...  ...)  Team  Labour  ...  420  8  1 

£675  2  1 

£  s.  d. 


)  Stokers’  Wages 

. 

..  325 

0  0 

Cost  of  Desructor  ... 

)  Weighing 

... 
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0  0 

£349 

0  0 

» 

Total  number  of  Ashpits  emptied 

12,844 

Tons 

.  cwts . 

qrs. 

Weigh  of  Refuse  carted  to  Destructor 

3764 

14 

2 

Number  of  loads  to  Land  and  Tips  ... 

2969 

0 

0 

Removed  by  Rail  for  tillage 

37 

13 

0 

Total  refuse  removed  (allowing  1  ton 

for  each  load  to  land) 

6771 

7 

2 

Average  weight  per  load  to  Destructor 

19 

cwts. 

Cost  per  ton  delivered  at  Destructors,  Land  or 

< 

3.  d. 

Tips  (Manual  and  Team  Labour) 

2  0 

Manual  Labour  only,  average  cost  per 

ton  . . . 

0  9 

Manual  Labour  only,  average  cost  per  Ashpit 

0  5 

Gross  cost  per  ton  destroying 

1  10 

Nett  cost  per  ton  destroying  (i.e.,  deducting  work¬ 
men’s  wages  during  time  when  destructor  was 
set  down  and  weighing  charges)  ...  ...  1  6 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3749 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1477 

Automatic  Earth  Closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  Closets  (with  Cisterns)  ...  ...  855 

Automatic  Fresh-water  Closets  ...  ...  26 

Waste-water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  80 
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Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  633 

Dry  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Aslibins  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 


1098 

The  above  accommodation  is  for  houses  only  and  does  not 
include  schools,  factories,  public  buildings,  etc.,  which  remain 
the  same  as  last  year. 

GENEItAL. 

Legal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  10 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  91 

Outstanding  Notices  ...  ...  ...  6 

DETAILED  LIST  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  25 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  45 

Additional  Privies  provided  ...  ...  — 

Privies  or  W.C.’s  re-constructed  ...  15 

Privy-midclens  converted  to  Dry  Ash¬ 
pits  or  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Privies  or  W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  20 

Urinals  cleansed  or  re-constructed  . .,  12 

Ashpits  and  Bins  provided  ...  ...  40 

Ashpits  re-constructed  or  repaired  ...  21 

Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  ....  51 

Drains  repaired  or  ventilated  ...  ...  32 
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Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Cellars  drained  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yard  drains  laid  and  repaired  ...  10 

Stables  and  out-buildings  drained  ...  — 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  eaves  and  fall  spouts  repaired  ...  54 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  37 

Premises  Limewaslied  ...  ...  ...  22 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  ...  18 

Nuisances  in  Workshops  ...  ...  36 

Cowsheds  built  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  re-constructed  ...  ...  1 

Defective  sink  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  31 

Yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  13 
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The  number  of  outstanding  nuisances  is  again  small  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  no  legal  action  has  been  necessary.  In 
most  cases  an  interview  with  the  owner  has  effected  the  desired 
change. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.,  ACT. 

The  inspection  of  houses  under  this  Act  has  been  carried  on 
and  many  defects  remedied.  Three  houses  closed  in  1912  have 
been  demolished,  but  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  apply  any 
closing  orders.  109  houses  have  been  examined.  A  few  cases  of 
overcrowding  have  been  found  and  remedied.  The  chief  defects 
are  again  caused  by  dampness,  unsatisfactory  closet  accommodation 
and  bad  yard  surfaces. 

SMOKE. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  there  has  been  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  emission  of  black  smoke.  47  observations,  each  of 
one  hour,  have  been  taken,  averaging  6f  minutes  of  black  smoke. 
Two  chimneys  have  been  complained  of  and  both  of  these  are  really 
not  sufficiently  high  to  diffuse  the  smoke  before  reaching  inhabited 
areas.  Both  are  receiving  attention. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


We  have  13  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  borough.  These 
are  all  kept  in  a  very  cleanly  condition  and  the  quality  of  the 
animals  killed  is  high.  A  few  suspicious  cases  have  arisen  and 
10  cwts.  of  meat  has  been  voluntarily  surrendered.  No  prosecu¬ 
tions  have  been  necessary. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  still  6  premises  licensed  for  offensive  trades — 2  Fell- 
mongers,  3  Tripe  Dressers  and  1  Gut  Scraper.  These  have  been 
visited  periodically  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  state.  There  has 
been  no  complaint  during  the  year. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

Our  comparative  freedom  from  infectious  diseases  is  again  a 
marked  feature  of  the  year.  The  following  houses  have  been  dis¬ 
infected  after  the  existence  of  the  following  diseases:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  14  Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  15  Phthisis  (after  death)  ...  10 

Enteric  Fever  ...  3  Phthisis  (partially)  ...  10 

Schools  have  been  disinfected  on  7  occasions  as  a  preventative 
measure. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  register  of  Workshops  contains  at  the  end  of  the  year  142 
premises.  To  these  223  visits  have  been  paid.  With  few  excep¬ 
tions  these  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

COWSHEDS. 

The  number  of  Cowsheds  and  Cow-keepers  are  the  same  as 
last  year.  The  improvement  in  cleanliness  has  been  slight.  It 
is  surprising  that  Cow-keepers  should  cling  so  tenaciously  to  the 
methods  of  their  forefathers. 
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SAMPLES  FOP  ANALYSIS. 

12  samples  of  New  Milk  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 
With  one  exception  the  quality  was  high.  In  this  case,  owing  to 
exceptional  circumstances,  the  County  Authorities  and  myself 
agreed  that  a  warning  was  sufficient. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

There  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  disease  in  animals 
during  the  year.  Two  cases  of  suspected  Swine  Fever  have  been 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  in  neither 
case  was  it  confirmed. 

During  the  year  you  appointed  me  Inspector  under  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order  of  1913,  and  under  the  provisions  of  this  Order  one 
milk  beast  has  been  slaughtered.  This  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  extensive  tuberculosis.  The  full  value  of  this  Order  can 
never  be  realised  until  you  decide  to  have  a  periodical  veterinary 
inspection  of  all  the  dairy  cows  in  the  borough.  This  course  I 
recommended  to  you  on  my  appointment,  but  nothing  has  yet  been 
done.  I  hope  that  the  matter  will  receive  your  favourable  recon¬ 
sideration  at  no  distant  date. 

HOSPITAL. 

We  have  again  been  free  from  Small-pox,  so  that  the  hospital 
has  not  been  used.  It  is,  however,  kept  in  readiness  for  instant 
occupation.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
could  not  see  its  way  to  grant  the  loan  asked  for  in  connection  with 
the  improvement  of  the  Hospital  and  provision  of  Nurses’  quar¬ 
ters.  Should  a  serious  epidemic  arise,  the  want  of  suitable 
sleeping  places  for  Nurses  would  be  severely  felt. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


CHARLES  FIRTH. 


